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HISTORIC AMERICAN ENGINEERING RECORD 
Daniel F. Waters Germantown Dye Works 

HAER   No. PA-213 

Location: 

37-55 East Wister Street (also including a large portion of the block north and 
east towards Lena and Collom Streets), Philadelphia, Philadelphia County, 
Pennsylvania. 

Present Owner: 

Greater Germantown Housing Development Corporation 

Present Use: 

Vacant. 

Significance: 

The Daniel F. Waters Germantown Dye Works is representative of the 
historical development of the textile industry in Germantown, which was a 
nationally significant center of textile production in the nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries. Dye works were historically located in textile- 
production areas to facilitate transportation and use of their dyes for coloring 
fabrics. The major expansions of the Germantown Dye Works in the 1870s 
and first two decades of the twentieth century illustrate the company's 
corporate success and response to market demand for high quality dyes and 
colored fabric. The Germantown Dye Works was one of Germantown's 
most extensive dye works establishments by the 1880s. Evolving with the 
technological innovations of the dye and chemical industries, the 
Germantown Dye Works remained in operation until the plant finally closed 
in 1981. 
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Project Information: 

» 

The Daniel F. Waters Germantown Dye Works complex along with a vacant 
lot located at the northeast corner of Germantown and Wister Streets are 
scheduled for a three-phase project involving the construction of a 
commercial center, housing for the elderly and affordable town houses. 
The existing industrial complex structures will be demolished and all 
construction will be new.  Developed by Greater Germantown Housing 
Development Corporation, a non-profit organization, the commercial center 
to be called Freedom Square and the housing for the elderly to be called 
Elders Place.   Eiders Place will occupy the Germantown Dye Work Site. 

Martin Abbott Sara Jane Elk 
Todd Cleveland Philadelphia Historical 
Kise Franks & Straw Commission 
219 North Broad Street Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
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Approximately half of the parcel dedicated to the proposed Freedom Square/Elders 
Place development was once the site of two separate textile establishments. 
Hinckley Knitting Mills, established in 1840 by Aaron Jones, prospered for a half- 
century as one of the more successful textile firms in Germantown, specializing in 
hosiery and fancy knit goods. The Daniel F. Water Germantown Dye Works, 
adjacent to the Hinckley Mills, was founded in 1863 by William Mills. The Dye 
Works which operated under only two major owners, the Mills and the Waters 
families, lasted well into the twentieth century. Only two of the Hinckley Knitting 
Mills' structures remain from the knitting mills' early era, a stable and a warehouse, 
which were incorporated into the dyework site in 1955. The Germantown Dye 
Works, on the other hand, is well represented with a number of buildings. 

Philadelphia has long been identified as the nineteenth-century center of textile 
manufacturing. The textile industry was comprised of various facets, including: 
knit goods, hosiery, carpets, worsted goods, cotton, woolens, silk, dyeing, and 
upholstery. The center of Philadelphia's early textile industry was Germantown. 
Gertnantown's textile reputation began in the 1830s and was directly linked to the 
transatlantic migration of English weavers, principally from the districts of 
Nothingham and Leicester. This migration continued for a half-century, enhancing 
Gertnantown's reputation as well as transforming the pre-revolutionary village into 
an important industrial center. In one particular decade, the 1870s, the population 
of Germantown increased 43 percent. This dramatic increase was Iht result of both 
suburban development and the growth of the textile industry - in 1880, over 3,000 
persons were employed in 56 establishments. 

The Daniel F. Waters Germantown Dye Works was established in the 1860s by 
William Mills. Mills occupied a dwelling on East Wister Street, and his business, 
historically listed at 53-55 East Wister Street, operated out of buildings constructed 
to the rear of his house. Deed research reveals that Mills, listed as a dyer in the 
1864 City Directory, purchased the parcel on Wister Street from Gottlieb Kolb in 
1863 for $2,000. The dye works underwent a major building expansion in the 
1870s including an addition of a new and large dyehouse (40' x 130'), as well as 
two smaller dye houses, internally linked to the main dye house. The dye works 
was cited in 1883 as one of the most extensive dye works establishments in 
Germantown, employing 46 people.? 

Early in 1889, William Mills, listed in deed as "Gentlemen (formerly Dyer)" 
transferred the operation of the business to his son Radcliffe B. Mills, "Dyer," who 
had joined the firm in 1874. In 1890, Radcliffe Mills took a $10,000 mortgage 
from the Mutual Fire Insurance Company. Various circumstances occurred during 
this time which resulted in RadclifTe Mills selling the business in 1892 to his 
attorney. One possibility may have been the effect of the nationwide depression of 
the textile industry and/or his difficulty with making the mortgage payments. 
Radcliffe B. Mills, "in consequence of sundry losses and misfortunes and other 
causes and considerations", transferred the business to Maurice B. Jones, "assignee 
for the benefit of the creditors of Radcliffe B. Mills" fi (No relationship was 
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established between this Jones and the Joneses of the Hinckley Knitting Mills.) 
Within the year, the property was sold to George Miller, "under and subject to the 
payment of a certain mortgage of ten thousand dollars".^ It is believed that Miller 
had trouble making payment with the mortgage and sold the property to Daniel F. 
Waters, a dyer, in 1896. 

Waters' imprint on the Germantown Dye Works is more evident than William 
Mills', not only because he was of a latter generation, but also because he expanded 
the operation's buildings considerably through alterations, demolitions, and new 
construction. Waters undertook a major building campaign in the early 1900s, 
extending the dye works to Lena and Collum (formerly Jefferson) Streets. The 
result of this expansion was a densely built-up site with a variety of structures, 
linked internally. Daniel F. Waters "was recognized as an authority in the textile- 
dyeing industry and frequently was consulted by Congressional committees during 
the First World War".^ j-fe was also the first president of the Master Dyers 
Association of Philadelphia. In 1923, Waters was joined by his sons in operating 
the dye works. The Waters family operated the Germantown Dye Works until 
1981 expanding their line to include various other chemical products over the years. 
The mill property itself, however, is remarkably intact with many of the structures 
still possessing a high degree of historical and architectural integrity for its period of 
significance. 

Footnotes 

1. Philip Scranton, Proprietary  Capitalism, The Textile Manufacture at 
Philadelphia.   1800-1885   (Cambridge:   Cambridge University Press, 
1983), 181. 

2. Ibid-, 231. 

3. Ibid., 286. 

4. Daniel Robson, editor, Manufactures and Manufacturers of Pennsylvania of 
the Nineteenth Century (Philadelphia: Galaxy Publishing Company, 
1875), 316. 

5. E.  Hexamer, }Aap of Hinckley Knitting  Mills. Aaron Jones'   Sons 
(Philadelphia, 1879). 

6. Scranton, 233. 

7. Lorin Blodget, Census of Manufactures of Philadelphia, 1883 (Philadelphia, 
Dickson & Gilling, 1883), 88. 

8. Deed Book TG.257:281. Philadelphia Recorder of Deeds. 
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CHAIN OF TITLE - Daniel F. Waters Gcrmantown Dye Works 

April 7,1848 

January 9, 1863 

January 1, 1889 

May 2,1892 

October 15,1892 

February 8, 1896 

May 17,1901 

April 8,1923 

Separate Parcel; 

March 19,1894 

December 2,1901 

William Alburger to Gottlieb Kolb. 
Deed Book GWC.59:462. 

Gottlieb Kolb to William Mills, Dyer. 
$2,000. 
Deed Book ACH.74:474. 

William Mills to Radcliffe B. Mills. 
$1.00 
Deed Book GGP.451:524. 

Radcliffe B. Mills to Maurice Jones. 
$1.00 
Deed BookTG.155:443. 

Maurice Jones to George Miller. 
$3,100. 
Deed Book TG.257-281 

George Miller to Daniel F. Waters, Inc. 
Deed Book WMG.56:33. 

Joseph Loveland to Sarah A. Waters. 
Deed Book JMH.215:503. 
Daniel F. & Sarah A. Waters to Daniel F. Waters &Sons, 
Inc. 
$1.00 
Deed Book JMH.3312:594. 

Standard Building and ^pan of Germantown to 
Margaret Corwell. 
Deed Book TG.399:309. 

John & Margaret Corwall to Daniel F & Sarah Waters. 
Deed Book JV.318:267. 

December 30,1933     Daniel F. Waters, widower to Daniel F. Waters & 
Sons. 
Deed Book DWH.1145:593. 

June 26,1981 D, F. Waters & Sons, Inc. to Gene Minnick. 
Deed Book EFP .241:461. 



August 23, 1983 

December 8, 1983 

June 9, 1989 

DANIEL F. WATERS GERMANTOWN DYE WORKS 
HAER No. PA-213 (Page 7) 

Gene Minnick to Gilbert A. and Mary Ann Natale. 

Gilbert A, and Mary Ann Natale to Mary Ann Natale. 
Deed Book FHS.132:241. 

Mary Ann Natale to the Greater Germantown Housing 
Development Corporation. 
Deed Book D.1371:209. 
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J^il^Ez^r^r^—LENA STREET' (30' ■ WIDE) l^=—^_=r—-^f^S/ 

Fig. 2.    Location of Hlnckley Knitting Mills and Germantown Dye 
Works (James M. Stewart, Inc. Land Surveyors) 
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Fig. 3.   Hexamer, E. ftinckley Knitting Mills. Aaron Jones & Sons. 
Philadelphia: circa 1866.    Plate 156. 
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Gtrmanttnen, 33d Ward, ftatiddptUa. 
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Fig. 4.   Hexamer, E. Wm. Mills & Son. Dve Works.    Philadelphia: 
1875.    Plate 925. 
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Fig. 5.   Hexamer, E. Wm. Mills & Son, Dye Works,    Philadelphia: 
1875.    Plate 926. 
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Fig, 6.   Hexamer, E. Wm. Mills & Sons'. Dve Works. 
Philadelphia:    1878.    Plate 1240. 
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Fig. 7.   Hexamer, E. Wm, Mills & Sons'. Dve Works. 
Philadelphia:    1878.    Plate 1241. 
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Fig. 8.   Hexamer, E. Hincklev Knitting Mills. Aaron .Tones' Sons. 
Philadelphia:  1879.    Plate 1351. 
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Ftg. 9.   Hexamer, E. Hincklev Knitting Mills. Aaron .Tones' Sons. 
Philadelphia: 1879.    Plate 1352. 



DANIEL F. WATERS GERMANTOWN DYE WORKS, 
HAER No. PA-213  (Page 

Hinckfoy Knitting Mills, 
Aaron Jones" Sons, 

Hn-maiitoirn, 2'M Ward, Htilaflrljthia. 

HA* 1TMX:—«'wfc«, Cxt* „j x^u,4 7*m 
tllPlD'H*t'_«*.W.'4»»,.S.t^1.n,f„j.). 

C'<-ut-rf 1.1} I1U. 1nJ|. 

|0MJI!)fTU&ED:--»> *" 

((Cine*—s^*^**"™"*'****"'^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

COIITB wens »-—ff"^ 

^ 

—JJiBK7--*.»,*-*»--J*,-=-"--l«'.-^":-:*- *■ '•-",-i",-« "^ i»'- 
" ™ A. if -J IV^XH. li-^'-*> *, w •*< «-^ i.l'-n'-V-l W 
 U-—if., it. U_ic-r w ir— X. *.»-r W i» —** ". t* "^ if, 

LEJSTK :-3" P*™- 
PAUJ.-J*.l.l»--jr-«i»-->e--t*--"*-f*>-W--n"-l«- -Wlr-_ 

j-*» r—*•■ €,♦-_»■_*.M**—*. i, ir-n--i»--tr —*•- it,«' 

COLVKKt:—Mianv^h |(Jf»-*./«rt»*,), t/.f»*—OUT »'I«PU./!«»£, 

1UTTEM:-C*«** */ —«*<■ 
CWttCE .—In* wx> H A. It— '>tV M •«» •  fcti^n aWfi>* 

bui~- Ov • « •/ J»M- 1.1, t tW *. tf »»4 
ICVTTU:-'» •& *—/ •/ *« I <w it, iW kJJ-i ID u-«- 
Kt£*t:—A«—(>■• vwdiitn«f</mMavT>/Xt.l uMl^i/ft I*, ml* 

lAD6UI:—JrHJiri (KofM nj<ii t^HV Mim,/rw IV **-)<• m/ viM pitf- 
/in»«wi7»n. 

!tfU :~ fcw— *w« <*?•;. — ttftf ft. t. 
UtHTIUt HDD;—Oa   *«. 1. 1, t M4  a  UJ f»Ou*   trui |K ■»( nH l*w 

' VtMBMl:-Jir'flu^n.. 
tTAMnjATI i-bwrfiirir ^U*. •/■MJ, wi 
amm-.-*•*. " 
KATWHMT:—* ™*« m' Uufcaatiri u,.)ut jr.. I.muunu) Mnrj 

.   H! (« u ft. 1 /^ feut., fM/rx UMU **y 

CEtL1)l«:—/. Ofia. \1/rtr ./A-.   t,.W dryi4f »«.U/.« ./ v.. l.ItflvJ i 

HACHIKE SHOT :-JW. 

ML*T1«:— *-~">—~ H-1-— HIU™*.^.™!.!. ,r«. 
tTOVCt:—J iut'-wi«ii i^ .<h. i wi™ uiui >*». in /«• •/ >.   t. *<o 

.  .      *rci^W. > 
noVimPE):—Si*M *•< " »"^ «-^«. 

■ATC+MIU.—M/i.autw >• il« j»r».«.        .... 
WATCHCLOCt -^-B^wU'i »*i{l(I»<* via. >^/y A»ri»«u* *-n^ij*i il< ■m^u, t^> 

n^wa^ It W rfntn ntry Ka^r. 

SBOtt STACK :-e/t»*.F'u'»'H«''- n*ij *»/n »&™ ■*( »".«* 
JTEAH lH6l«EJ:-n™c: B,ltiW) w^pmr. 

~    MtATtS:— *«* A«W i« iiljtrr'rf >•'  \ frr L-tH-f f-tt, rUU*. 
(DEL:—^Miew* CW- 
D1L5 '^£atn(«fuf ttf u</ tq HH^ufr). Hf frami Lj^l ifikwulti f«* T^   /flf 

ACtD3:~t •• I •vfcyi •/»«!»'« xKu<«l «/ni>Vlr^ ••InJi u fjrjt 
BYEJH6 ftKflATWirS :-&■< »» •«■. 

»y anHMpttnc ur ii uutir r+tm u U ury •/ *"* *■ 
OCCUPADCr ^-*« ^r **•*■ 
reovisioM roa tir»MUiSHi»s n«:- 
FIM BUOCETJ;—JAtrii«r;«.u.rf^«j(r.»«fa-i i^r H  AW t W i, •)„,, 

WTT STEAM FtK EHCIHC:- «*A »J^< •/« ■*. 
ST»EET rWEJ»UtM:-J.^(J*>. 
CASE IK IAIAGUEMT:-e&. 
KKEBA1. »»iyTM»WT»IEn(OPf«TT:-AW. 
TITtWtAL «*■•««£» t-~MF^ft—- 
tUCHlMEtV:-» f»-^ "™ -t*^?i«* •««*** * *•»* *>«», 1 M*» —**«. 

4 ^*Jrfr,( w» Hid, 1 «f»l fi»V< "^Kj. ud™, llM4i> ixa^f iMliyi. 

^.^,)«jr,/«toW>S'»I,t.AyV*'-r/'•*•''•"* I//'*/"' A^' »«/"—»i.)iw« 
/HH. til .in^* W'/'W U WvW/W,  l»  MH   np W wy 

Fig. 10.   Hexamer, E, pincklev Knitting MHlsT Aaron Jones' Sons. 
Philadelphia:  1881.    Plate 1558. 
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Fig. 11.   Hexamer, E. FlrKMfY Kfltttlffg M»»«- Aaron Jones'  Sons- 
Philadelphia: 1881.    Plate 1559. 
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Fig. 12.   Hexamer, E. & Son.   Atlas of Philadelphia. Ward 22. 
Philadelphia: 1890.   Volume XVI - Plate 305. 
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Fig. 13.   Smith, J. L.  Atlas of the 22nd and 42nd Wards of the City 
of Philadelphia.   Philadelphia: 1906.   Plate 4. 
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Fig. 14*   Bromley.    Knittkig MiHs- and Gkrmastowa-Dye-Works, 
1911.    Plate 2. 
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Fig. 15.   Hexamer, E. & Son.   Germantown Dve Works and Knitting 
Mill.    1908, revised 1922.    Volume XVI.    Plate 305. 
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Fig. 16.   Bromley.   Germantown Dye Works and Knitting Mill 
1923.    Plate 2. ' 
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Fig. 17.   Franklin Survey Company.   Franklin's Property Atlas of 
22nd Ward.   Philadelphia; 1955.   Plate 2. 


